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know something about his trade and to have a
will of his own.

With thirty-five hundred men, Jacob Brown
made a resolute advance to find and join battle
with the British forces of General Riall which gar-
risoned the forts of St. George's, Niagara, Erie,
Queenston, and Chippawa. Early in the morning
of July 3, 1814, the American troops in two divi-
sions crossed the river and promptly captured Fort
Erie. They then pushed ahead fifteen miles until
they encountered the British defensive line on the
Chippawa River where it flows into the Niagara.

The field was like a park, with open, grassy
spaces and a belt of woodland which served as a
green curtain to screen the movements of both
armies. Riall boldly assumed the offensive, al-
though he was aware that he had fewer men. His
instructions intimated that liberties might be taken
with the Americans which would seem hazardous
"to a military man unacquainted with the char-
acter of the enemy he had to contend with, or with
the events of the last two campaigns on that fron-
tier." The deduction was unflattering but very
much after the fact.

The British attack was unlooked for. It was
the Fourth of July and in celebration Winfield